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(57) ABSTRACT

A connector includes a support and an arm. The support is to
support a to-be-test workpiece. The arm is rotatably con-
nected to the support and includes a number of probes. Pin-
heads of the probes faces the support. When the arm is rotated
to a predetermined position relative to the support, the pin-
heads of the probes contacts with a flexible printed circuit
(FPC) of the to-be-tested workpiece.

15 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
CONNECTOR FOR ACTUATOR OF CAMERA

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present disclosure relates to connectors, and particu-
larly to a connector used for testing actuators of cameras.

2. Description of Related Art

For electrically testing camera actuators, a general connec-
tor known in the camera industry is used to connect gold
fingers of a flexible printed board (FPC) of the actuator to be
tested to a test board. However, for some special actuators, for
example, socket type actuators, are manufactured so small
now that their FPCs are too small to be reliably connected to
the test board by the general connector, making reliable test-
ing difficult.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The components of the drawings are not necessarily drawn
to scale, the emphasis instead being placed upon clearly illus-
trating the principles of the present disclosure. Moreover, in
the drawings, like reference numerals designate correspond-
ing parts throughout several views.

FIG.11s an isometric view of a connector for an actuator of
a camera, in accordance with an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 2 is another isometric view of the connector of FIG. 1,
showing the connector connected to a to-be-tested actuator.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to FIGS. 1-2, an embodiment of a connector 100
includes a support 10, an arm 20 rotatably connected to the
support 10, and a base 30 rotatably connected to the arm 20.
The support 10 is used to support a to-be-tested workpiece
200. In this embodiment, the to-be-tested workpiece 200 is an
actuator of a camera.

The support 10 includes a first top portion 11, a first bottom
portion 13 parallel to the first top portion 11, and a first
connecting portion 12 perpendicularly connecting the first
top portion 11 to the first bottom portion 13. A sidewall of the
first top portion 11 defines a recess 111. The recess 111 is to
receive a FPC of the to-be-tested actuator 200. A magnetic
element 131 is arranged in the first bottom portion 13.

The arm 20 includes a second top portion 21, a second
bottom portion 23, and a second connecting portion 22 per-
pendicularly connecting the second top portion 21 to the
second bottom portion 23. A first end of the second bottom
portion 23 away from the second connecting portion 22 is
rotatably connected to an end of the first connecting portion
12. When the arm 20 is connected to the support 10, the arm
20 faces the recess 111. A number of probes 40 are arranged
onthe second top portion 21, and pinheads 42 of the probes 40
face the recess 111. In this embodiment, the height of the arm
20 is a little less than the height of the support 10. When the
arm 20 is rotated to a predetermined position relative to the
support 10, the pinheads 42 of the probes 40 are received in
the recess 111. In this embodiment, when the arm 220 is
rotated to the predetermined position relative to the support
10, the second top portion 21 is parallel to the first top portion
11. A number of magnetic elements 231 are arranged in the
second bottom portion 23.

The base 30 includes a third bottom portion 31 and a third
connecting portion 32 perpendicularly connected to the third
bottom portion 31. The third connecting portion 32 is rotat-
ably connected to a second end of the second bottom portion
31. Two magnetic elements 311 are arranged in the third

20

25

40

45

50

55

2

bottom portion 31, one is used to attract the magnetic element
131, and another is used to attract the magnetic element 231.

To electrically test the actuator 200, the actuator 200 is
placed on the first top portion 11, and the FPC 201 of the
to-be-tested actuator 200 is placed in the recess 111. The arm
20 is then rotated to the predetermined position relative to the
support 11, and the pinheads 42 of the probes 40 contact gold
fingers of the FPC 201. The attraction between the magnetic
elements 311 and 131 and the attraction between the mag-
netic elements 311 and 231 cause the first bottom portion 13
and the second bottom portion 23 to be arranged on the base
30. With the attraction between the magnetic elements 131,
231, and 311, the arm 20 cannot be easily rotated, thus during
the electrical test, the pinheads 42 of the probes 40 can remain
in contact with the gold fingers of the FPC 301. With such
configuration, the connector 100 can even be used for elec-
trically testing actuators 200 having very small FPCs.

Although the present disclosure has been specifically
described on the basis of the exemplary embodiment thereof,
the disclosure is not to be construed as being limited thereto.
Various changes or modifications may be made to the
embodiment without departing from the scope and spirit of
the disclosure.

What is claimed is:

1. A connector comprising:

a support comprising a first top portion to support a to-be-
test workpeice, a first bottom portion parallel to the first
top portion, and a first connecting portion perpendicu-
larly connecting the first top portion to the first bottom
portion; and

an arm comprising a second top portion, a second bottom
portion parallel to the second top portion, a second con-
necting portion perpendicularly connecting the second
top portion to the second bottom portion, and a plurality
of probes, the first bottom portion rotatably connected to
the second bottom portion, pinheads of the plurality of
probes facing the support; and

a base comprising a third bottom portion and a third con-
necting portion, the third bottom portion comprising a
supporting surface, the third connecting portion perpen-
dicularly extending from the supporting surface toward
the arm, the second bottom portion rotatably connected
to the third connecting portion; when the arm is rotated
to a predetermined position relative to the support, the
pinheads of the plurality of probes contacting with a
flexible printed circuit (FPC) of the to-be-tested work-
piece supported by the support, and the first bottom
portion and the second bottom portion are located on and
contact the supporting surface.

2. The connector as described in claim 1, wherein the
second bottom portion comprises a first end connected to the
second connecting portion and a second end opposite to the
first end, the second end of the second bottom portion is
rotatably connected to an end of the first bottom portion
connected to the first connecting portion, the first top portion
defines a recess to receive the FPC of the to-be-tested work-
piece, the plurality of probes are arranged on the second top
portion, and the pinheads of the plurality of probes face the
recess.

3. The connector as described in claim 2, wherein the first
bottom portion, the second bottom portion, and the third
bottom portion respectively comprises magnetic elements,
and the magnetic element of the third bottom portion attracts
the magnetic elements of the first bottom portion and the
second bottom portion.

4. The connector as described in claim 2, wherein when the
arm is rotated to the predetermined position relative to the
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support, the second top portion of the arm is parallel to the
first top portion of the support.

5. The connector as described in claim 2, wherein the first
top portion comprises an upper surface and a side surface
connecting to the upper surface and facing toward the arm,
and the recess is defined in the side surface and passes through
the upper surface.

6. The connector as described in claim 1, wherein a lower
surface of the first bottom portion and a lower surface of the
second bottom portion are coplanar with the supporting sur-
face.

7. The connector as described in claim 1, wherein the
second top portion comprises a top surface, a first side surface
facing toward the support, and a second side surface facing
away the support, the top surface is interconnected between
the first side surface and the second side surface, a plurality of
receiving grooves are defined in the top surface and pass
through the first side surface and the second side surface, the
probes are received in the receiving grooves, and the pinheads
are exposed at the first side surface.

8. The connector as described in claim 1, wherein the
height of the arm is little less than the height of the support.

9. A connector comprising:

a support comprising a first top portion to support a to-be-
test workpeice, a first bottom portion parallel to the first
top portion, a first connecting portion perpendicularly
connecting the first top portion to the first bottom por-
tion, and a magnetic element; and

an arm comprising a second top portion, a second bottom
portion parallel to the second top portion, a second con-
necting portion perpendicularly connecting the second
top portion to the second bottom portion, a plurality of
probes and a magnetic element, the first bottom portion
rotatably connected to the second bottom portion, pin-
heads of the plurality of probes facing the support, when
the arm is rotated to a predetermined position relative to
the support, the pinheads of the plurality of probes con-
tacting with a flexible printed circuit (FPC) of the to-be-
tested workpiece; and

a base comprising a magnetic element, a third bottom
portion, and a third connecting portion, the third bottom
portion comprising a supporting surface, the third con-
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necting portion perpendicularly extending from the sup-
porting surface toward the arm, the second bottom por-
tion rotatably connected to the third connecting portion,
the magnetic element of the base attracting the magnetic
elements of the support and the arm, and the first bottom
portion and the second bottom portion are located on and
contact the supporting surface.

10. The connector as described in claim 9, wherein the
second bottom portion comprises a first end connected to the
second connecting portion and a second end opposite to the
first end, the second end of the second bottom portion is
rotatably connected to an end of the first bottom portion
connected to the first connecting portion, the first top portion
defines a recess to receive the FPC of the to-be-tested work-
piece, the plurality of probes are arranged on the second top
portion, and the pinheads of the plurality of probes face the
recess.

11. The connector as described in claim 10, wherein when
the arm is rotated to the predetermined position relative to the
support, the second top portion of the arm is parallel to the
first top portion of the support.

12. The connector as described in claim 10, wherein the
first top portion comprises an upper surface and a side surface
connecting to the upper surface and facing toward the arm,
and the recess is defined in the side surface and passes through
the upper surface.

13. The connector as described in claim 9, wherein a lower
surface of the first bottom portion and a lower surface of the
second bottom portion are coplanar with the supporting sur-
face.

14. The connector as described in claim 9, wherein the
second top portion comprises a top surface, a first side surface
facing toward the support, and a second side surface facing
away the support, the top surface is interconnected between
the first side surface and the second side surface, a plurality of
receiving grooves are defined in the top surface and pass
through the first side surface and the second side surface, the
probes are received in the receiving grooves, and the pinheads
are exposed at the first side surface.

15. The connector as described in claim 9, wherein the
height of the arm is little less than the height of the support.
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